The Music
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          Roman & Barbora Lacho      

The MUSIC 

This work is about bringing theological reflection on music. In the first part is view on the current experience from the life, actually about our good friend. Second part deals with analysis of the music. We had focused on our European culture. This part is about short history of music, different styles, background of the performers and how music influences us. Third part is about our personal look into it and about our Christian roots and traditions. Also what our opinion is of the Bible about music. In the last part you will read about what the result of it is and how we can apply it to our lifes. 
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This assignment is about music, about music which stands us up to our feet, which sits us down to the chair, about music which terrifies us, about music which surprises us, about music which fills us up, and with what? You will find it below.

Anecdote:
I have one friend, his name is John. We know each other from the church and since we had started to come to the youth group we became very good friends. We used to live close to each other, so we were travelling together very often. He used to tell me about his dream, about how he will establish a motorbike club in Slovakia. Because he was dreaming big dreams, he was my ideal. He could be quickly exciting things for us, which is what he likes. He always liked motorbikes and heavy metal music. From the beginning he was trying to find any Christian metal bands, but because there were only a few, he was listening to what was available on the market. When we were talking about this music, he admitted that when he is listens to Christian metal, his inside is filled with peace, and when he is listening to secular music, his inside is filled with aggression. For me it was just heavy music. He could feel the difference. But everyday he was meeting the opinion of the believers that is impossible for heavy metal music to be Christian music. In the end, what he listened to didn’t matter for him, when it is bad steadily. He didn’t understand the meaning of the lyrics, and he didn’t care also. He always said that it had no influence over him.
But where did it bring him over the last few years?  He has been playing with a successful metal band with the base guitar. In their lyrics they are proclaiming many Satanist opinions, but he argues that he is not interested in the lyrics. Except concerts, practicing with the band, his girlfriend and his job, he has no time for anything else.  Probably he has no more room for God. But he is satisfied for this moment, he has glory, friends and everything around him seems to work well.     

Analysis:
Is something wrong with this story at all?

Can music influence you so much that you will change your life‘s direction?

Is it possible to feel the background of the music?

Do good and bad music exist?

Is important to know the background of the music at all?

How music begins?

How differently are we using music?

How can music influence your life?

Does  “neutral“ music exist?

Can the artist of the song influence my life?

Many of us have thought about similar questions in our heads. We believe that everything will be brighter after reading the next part.  
Short history of music

- what the Wikipedia dictionary says:
The history of music predates the written word and is tied to the development of each unique human culture. The development of music among humans occurred against the backdrop of natural sounds such as bird-song and the sounds other animals use to communicate. [1]
- what is known from the Bible:

Music came into existence in past eternity, before man and the time were created. We can find no mention in the Bible about angels singing, but there are some references about worshiping God, but music belongs to it for sure. Here is one verse from the Bible:

Eze 28:13  Thou hast been in Eden the garden of God; every precious stone was thy covering, the sardius, topaz, and the diamond, the beryl, the onyx, and the jasper, the sapphire, the emerald, and the carbuncle, and gold: the workmanship of thy tabrets and of thy pipes was prepared in thee in the day that thou wast created. 

Pipes, in Hebrew NEGEB can have more different meanings, but its real meaning is influenced by the context of the second word, which is tabrets, so it means a belel; pipe. Tabrets, in Hebrew TOPH, has no other meaning. [2]
When different styles began?

In 1955 a style of music was created, “Rockˇnˇroll“ came from a combination of American black “Rhythm & Blues“ and white American Rhythm & blues. This music has foundations on hard and strong beat, which came from African voodoo. Other styles came into being later from the Rockˇnˇroll. 

Today’ internet radio on yahoo.com offers us for example these genres: 

	Electronic/Dance
Reggae
Hip-Hop/Rap
Blues
Country
Folk
	Holiday
Jazz
Latin
Miscellaneous
New Age
Pop
	R&B
Christian
Rock
Word
Classical
Oldies


Few examples of artists’ background:
Scientology 

Will Smith - "I've probably read 95% of the words in the Bible, probably 60% of the Torah, 70% of the Koran. The thing that is so amazing to me is how everybody, in essence, believes the same thing. I just can't understand how we get from such similar beliefs to murdering one another. My beliefs are that individuals have to create relationships with God. You can't listen to what the preacher says-you have to read the Bible yourself and make your interpretation. I'm good friends with Tom Cruise and I just think a lot of the ideas in Scientology are brilliant and revolutionary and non-religious." [3]
Kabbalah

Madonna was essentially a lapsed Catholic during much of her adult music career, until she converted to Kabbalah. [4] 

Britney Spears became less outspoken about her Baptist. She became involved in Kabbalah, which had become the latest trendy Hollywood religious movement. [5]

Islam [6]
Michael Jackson - the "King of Pop”

John Coltrane - prominent jazz saxophonist and composer 
Buddhismus [7]
Jennifer Lopez - singer, actress
Tina Turner – singer
Jehovah's Witnesses [8]
Geri Halliwell - singer (Spice Girls)

Prince - pop singer
Christian
Justin Timberlake was raised in the Baptist religion, although he considers himself more "spiritual than religious", though still a Christian. His paternal grandfather, Charles L. Timberlake, was a Baptist minister. [9]
Born again Christian

Bono - lead singer for Irish rock band U2 [10]
Satanists 
John Lenon – “I sold my soul to the devil” [11]
David Crosby, Nathan Young and Graham Nash – the most well-known rock showman are members of the Satanic church [12]
Sounds influence us
Every sound we hear has the ability to influence how we think and feel. In the same way that an atmospheric soundtrack can add to the suspense in a horror film, the sound produced by a product can influence how we relate to it. The door of a new Mercedes for example, shuts with a velvety sound that bespeaks luxury. A cheaply made cassette player on the other hand, closes with an awkward 'clunk' reflective of its inferior quality. [13]
Music and sound are beginning to play an active role in medicine as evidenced by studies in neurobiology and psychology. In this regard, music therapy is also making a contribution to the healing arts. Music, because of its nature and qualities, is most suitable for the task of nurturing the physical, emotional, mental and spiritual development of the unborn baby. [14]
When the body encounters loud noise, a known stressor, the brain instantly sends a message to the adrenal glands, which quickly release epinephrine (adrenaline). Within moments, this chemical has the entire body on alert. The heart beats more rapidly and with more force. The pupils dilate to allow more light to come into the eyes. Breathing increases. The digestive system slows, allowing more blood to go into the muscles. The muscles tense. Blood pressure increases. Increased sugar, cholesterol, and adrenaline are then released into the bloodstream. Peripheral blood vessels constrict. Increased activity related to gastric ulcer formation occurs. Subjective responses begin, such as irritability and mood changes. [15]
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Music belongs to everyday life of people. It wakes us up in the mornings, we are listening it in the car on the way to the work. We can listen many different stations on the Internet through all day. We can download music from the Internet for free. We can find some TV channels, like MTV, VH1, on which are presenting only music clips and news from the music’ world. 
Music communicates opinion, influencing direction of individual and community.
Young people are watching TV and observing their idols. They are imitating their way of dressing, behave on the public. They are reading magazines, which brings them the most yellow news about their darlings. Some people do whatever to see their beloved singer in real. There are some people who commited suicide after they heard about death of their idol. 
Application:
Our knowledge and understanding of the Bible
God has created music; also angels in the heaven were worshiping Him before he has created the man.  By the help of music we are showing love to God, we are expressing our emotions, desires and knowledge. Music was created for good purpose for bringing a pleasure. But how it is with everything on this world, also music has a second site. It is that foul one, which was “created” by Satan to disgust man created by God his Father. So how knife is using for help to us, for example for preparing the food, also is found as killing weapon in the hands of murderer. It doesn’t mean that the knife is bad, only that was abuse.

We think that in the world are a lot of abuse music and a lot of good music. And we don’t think that there is bijection with non Christian and Christian music. We need have a look at what is song about. Every song is about something, is expressing somebody. It means that we are receiving something knowingly or none knowingly. Bible says in Matt 12:33 that for the tree is known by fruits. And with the music it is same. So we need to know about song and author more. Mistaking that music is influencing us, and let it for coincidence is big risk. 

The highest Angel created by God, Lucifer, before he felt, he has task to look after praise and worship in the Heaven. Is no more wondering about how powerful tool is the music. Lucifer felt down and he has started to use thing, in which he has talent. Now is necessary to distinguish, what spirit behind certain music is and what intent he is showing to us. [2]

Last 200 years are still boring new music styles. Personally we don’t think that whatever style is for abjection. Same thing which was 20 years ago enemy is now exigency. For example drums in Sunday services. Many things are only about personal taste. But our criteria should be mainly Holy Spirit, who leads us to the every truth. 

Our Christian roots and traditions

I grew up in the church, which was very influenced by communism, but since I was six, country in which I have lived is free. After year 1989, when borders were opened, many new things came to us to Slovakia; we can include into it music and its different variations. Before year 89 people were afraid to preach out Christianity freedom. Worships in the church were silent and simply. After borders were opened big flow of new music came, which influenced also our church. We knew world’s famous Christian bands. They didn’t play the one style which we knew on the Slovakia.  It was good, but many people were confused. Many of my friends were solving problem what kind of music is right for hearing. Some of them who met with rejection from the church went to the world. Today’s situation is different. New generation came and they like harder music. Our worships are not only about acoustic guitar and electronic drums any more. Actually, sometimes we can feel our roots, when old people are arguing that worships are too loud, that we should sing older songs more and so. On our camps and trips we have rule that is forbidden to play non Christian music loud, it is because of words. But young people are listening this music on their mp3 players. We can still feel too much of safety. We never turn on non Christian music on our Christian meetings, or even before they starts. I don’t think that it is bad, because music is carrying with itself spirit of its composer-creator. And every creator of the music put to his song something, some piece from his heart or thoughts.  

Music from the Bible view

Judah roots: [16]
1. Folk music 

· example for can be seen in 2 Samuel 6

· Music preformed by people other than the Levites and Priests of the Temple. This group contains a large number of instruments 

2. Temple music

· The basic Temple musical ensemble was probably composed of three types of instruments: harps, psalteries and cymbals 

· Example in 1 Maccabees 4:54 

· Other Instruments, like in folk music were played in the Temple only on special occasions. 

The laudness - the sound of some of the instruments played was very loud. This is evident from the sources in the Talmud which speak of the great sounds in the temple that were heard all the way to Jericho (Babylonian Talmud, Tamid, 3).

The sonority - The sonority of the sound was important feature of the music, and there is evident an ambition to achieve beautiful (arev, yafe) sound. As to simultaneous notes played together there is in the bible only evidence to monophony, or in the biblical terms, playing and singing (bekol ehad) "with one voice" (2 Chronicles 5:13) and there isn't any reference to polyphony. 

Bible view:

· The Scriptures - recognizes music as a means for praise (Acts 16:25; Rom 15:9), a means of expressing joy (Jam 5:13), thanksgiving (Psa 92:1-3), sorrow for sin (Is. 16:10), a means of prayer (1Co 14:15; Psa 72:20), and a means of teaching and spiritual communication (Col 3:16; Eph 5:19). 
· Biblical music makers are professional (1Ch 15:22; 25:7; Is. 5:11-12; Ez. 33:32), as well as nonprofessional (Psa 100; 1Ki 1:39-40; 1Co 14:26; Eph 5:19; Col 3:16). There are those who direct music (Psa 4:1, 5:1, 6:1, etc.; Neh. 12:8) and teach music (1Ch 15:22). 
· The people of the Bible overflow with music in every circumstance, including cultural uses placed in positive (1Sa 18:7) and negative terms (Eze 33:32). Music sounded in every aspect of life -work, play, celebration, and even war (Is. 16:10; Jer 48:33; Mat 11:17; Luk 15:25; Gen 31:27; Exo 32:17-18; Ecc 2:8; Jdg 11:34-35; 2Sa 19:35). [17]
Jewish musicologist Abraham Idelsohn says, "As many references in the Bible to the music performed in secular life testify, Israel enjoyed life through music both vocal and instrumental, and associated music with dance and wine in which men and women participated" [18]
Action:
What with it? How we should look on the music?
“You are what you are listening to” it not only means that you are listening to what you like, but also you are becoming the one what are the music propagandize. Therefore big attention and you must measure three times before you will cut also with choosing the music. Decision about what will you listening to you should not let to somebody else, and also how much of this music you will listen to. You should look for the balance. We should not be slaves of other people and also of the fashion and other things, which can become our gods. In the main listen to Holy Spirit and obey him. Look more on what Bible says than what is the opinion of the pop star, thus opinion of this world. 

For man looketh on the outward appearance, but the Lord looketh on the heart.

 
1Sam 16; 7
If you can remember on the story from the beginning, John felt rejected from the church. As a God we should look on the heart of man. We should look on how we can help each other to better understand God’s will before we make quick judgment according to what music he likes to listen to. 
Conclusion: 
Music is something what can make you smile, something what can make you cry, something what can show you way, or something what can divert you from the right way. Music is powerful instrument (tool?). Music is the clay, which we catch to our hands and we can shape from it beautiful song and give wonderful words into it. Same like when glass is full of Coca-Cola. Or we can shape from the clay glass, which will be full of poison. Both glasses and their contents can looks alike, so we have to focus on who shaped the glass. Then we will see what aim has the artist with it.
Don’t be superficial and have a deeper look to ours CD covers, which we don’t know enough about. Try to ask our amazing advisor Holy Spirit how he likes the music which we are listening to.
Our work looks at music subject and discussed all taken questions. During making this assignment we, as authors, get to know learn and understand a lot of interesting information. A lot of them we didn’t use here because of absence of space. Thanks to this work, because we alone have a deeper look into the music which we are listening to.
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“Music brings an expansion into the soul, power and might into the spirit, tenderness and warmth into the heart and light and freedom into the mind” Peter Deunov
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